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Sketches Resulting From Meetings
Portal Home
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Portal Home – Course Specific
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Course Listing / MyPlaces Integration
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McGraw’s use of “Course Sections” is an extremely compelling way to divide course information that makes sense for instructors.  This is something to explore for the future.





Cengage version of myPearsonStore well integrated into Portal and does a good job displaying related additional potential purchases 





Ability to enter access code directly from Portal seems like easy experience





Book cover not available yet, but ideally in future, we obtain this picture





Separation of the main resource (the course) and additional resources is well done.  Also, the link to renew expired subscriptions works well and is not too invasive.





Instructor info is possibly a compelling portlet to include





Angel has a separate “Course Home” portal view that allows students to quickly get key information regarding their course without needing to dive fully into the LMS.  There is a fine line we cannot cross, but providing a minimal level of integration will make the Portal much more useful for students and instructors.  





Additionally, we agreed that conducting user studies to determine what information would be most helpful for students and instructors would help us prioritize work for the future.





Angel, in addition to eCollege, Moodle, and other platforms, has a very “boxy” look.  Through side by side comparisons, we discovered that the “less boxy” looks owned by Cengage and McGraw were vastly preferred.  





Many platforms possessed a “Course Mail” feature.  However, we found little value in ever building such a feature.  





Moodle has an excessive number of features available within their homepage.  This proves that when too much functionality is added within a Portal, it becomes too busy and not usable.  When comparing homepages side by side, we found that the most successful versions contained the most important information on the Portal homepage, and little else.





Cengage has a bookshelf, and a separate area for courses.  How we separate, or how much we separate, print vs. online is a key future question





We asked the following question a lot: “What data can we derive from the Course List?”  McGraw and Cengage did the best job of providing this.





We have discussed eventually building a “widget library” where users can personalize what information is most helpful to them.  These are a few examples of this idea being executed.





Blackboard has added the ability to link to iPhones.  They are the ideal platform to explore as we add in notifications and other mobile features.





Cengage has a great example of a “System” check page that we can model to ensure all users are properly viewing the Portal.








